SKELETON PRESS RELEASE FOR NEW SURE START CHILDREN’S CENTRES IN HERTFORDSHIRE
NEW SURE START CHILDREN’S CENTRE IN […..LOCATION]
A brand new Sure Start Children’s Centre, [Name of Centre], will be opening on [Date] offering childcare places for [x number] of local children under 5 together with health and family support services for all children under 5 in the [Location] area. 

Or: 

Local Councillor / lead member, [Name of member] will be opening a new Sure Start Children’s Centre, [Name of Centre], on [Date].  
[Name of Centre] is situated in [Name of Street] and will be open to families with babies and children up to the age of 5.
[Name of Centre] joins a growing network of children’s centres providing:

· integrated childcare with early learning for young children,

· health services,

· family support

· base for childminders 

· help into employment, including links with Jobcentre Plus  

By 2010, there will be 82 Sure Start children’s centres up and running in Hertfordshire – one for every community, offering a range of services for young children and their families, tailored to meet local needs.   
Speaking about the new children’s centre opening, Lead Member for Children’s Services in Hertfordshire, Jane Pitman said

" I am delighted  to hear the  good news that all the families in (…name of area) are now able to enjoy the wide range of services that will be on offer  at the newly launched (…name of Children’s Centre).  The opening of local children centres across Hertfordshire is such an exciting programme.  It is so  important that parents and carers have a real influence over  how their centre develops in the coming years.

 I wish the (…..centre) all the success for the future."
Children’s centre manager, [Name of Manager] said:

[“We are very excited about our new children’s centre, which has been designed with the needs of local children and families in mind. We already have “x” children attending from day one and look forward to welcoming many more in the coming weeks“.]
For further information or to make arrangements for photographs, please contact:

[Name and Contact Number] 
Note to editors
1. Sure Start children's centres are being developed with Sure Start funding and services will vary to meet local needs but will include:

* integrated early learning and childcare for babies and children
* support for childminders
* antenatal advice
* early identification of specials needs and disabilities plus family support
* information and guidance on breastfeeding, hygiene, nutrition and safety
* child health information
* drop-in sessions
* links to Jobcentre Plus
2. The six established Sure Start children's centres developed during Phase One (2004-2006) are: St. Albans; Birchwood in Hatfield; Greenfield in Waltham Cross; Bedwell in Stevenage; Oughton in Hitchin and Westfield in Watford.

3. The national target is for there to be a Sure Start children's centre in every community by 2010 - a community is defined as an average population of 800 children aged between birth and four.

4.In Hertfordshire the centres will be led by a range of organisations working within the framework of the Children's Trust Partnership (HCTP) - a county-wide partnership of different organisations, working together to meet children's needs and co-ordinate services.
5. To find out what childcare is available in their local area, parents can call the Children’s Information Service on telephone 01438 737502 or 01923 471502 or Childcarelink free on 0800 096 0296, They can visit the web site www.hertschildrenscentres.org.uk for a list of all children’s centres in Hertfordshire.
